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Managing Peace
ÑKatrin Rieder, Program Manager, PeaceWomen Across the Globe 
In autumn 2009 PeaceWomen Across the Globe starts the new program «Redefin-
ing Peace – Women Lead the Way», to increase the use of the knowledge of the 
1000 PeaceWomen as experts in peace processes and diverse peace projects 
around the globe.

The PeaceWomen possess an immeasurable treasure of experience, knowledge 
and competence for creative strategies to solve conflicts and to safeguard human 
security and justice, particularly in crisis. With the recently launched 3-years program 
«Redefining Peace – Women Lead the Way» PeaceWomen Across the Globe seeks to 
increase the use of the 1000 PeaceWomen’s expertise and to advocate the exchange 
of experiences. The peace projects initiated within the program reflect the support of 
PeaceWomen in acute crisis situations. These peace experts are required for interven-
tions, conflict solutions and mediation, and we believe that by deliberating they bring 
their knowledge and their experiences into processes of conflict transformation and 
together they develop strategies for solutions and concrete activities.

The program has two thematic strands:
Ñ «Women’s Advocacy for Peace & Justice»: women are especially affected by crisis, 
discrimination, and violations of human rights. They have the experience and the 
knowledge, but most of the time they do not have access to the resources necessary 
for peace and justice. PWAG supports PeaceWomen in their efforts in conflict zones 
and in the construction of civil society. PWAG seeks to add momentum to accelerate 
the more widespread and consistent implementation of UNSCR 1325 (October 2000) 
and 1820 (June 2008) that is designed to protect and foster women’s rights, insure 
the meaningful participation of women in peace processes, and outlaw sexual vio-
lence as a tactic of war.
Ñ «Ecological Security & Environmental Justice»: one of the main challenges that 
we face is the protection of both the natural environment and people’s livelihood. The 
struggles over scarce resources are the cause of many violent conflicts worldwide. We 
recognize that safe access to and the sustainable use of natural resources are the keys 
to achieving peace and justice. PWAG will be engaged in work of ecological security 
and environmental justice, rooted in vast knowledge of PeaceWomen, which are 
based on their experiences and directly relevant to creating a just peace.

With these two program areas, PWAG will be tracking diverse outcomes and 
goals. The aim is to promote the broad concept of peace of PWAG, to apply more
effectively the knowledge and the experiences of the peace experts inside the net-
work (considering the explicit wish of the PeaceWomen to strengthen the inter-
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EDITORIAL

Dear Friends,

Frequently people ask me if the work for 
peace and human rights isn’t tiring. I say, 
No! The worldwide collaboration is 
enriching, the multifaceted commitment 
impressive. What is grueling is coming 
face to face with the neglect of the 
countless human rights violations. What 
inspires and gives hope is knowing that 
the vast network of the PeaceWomen is 
bearing the burden of creating peace 
with justice even when resignation and 
hopelessness seem to be barking at their 
heels.

In order to ensure that this network will 
exist in the future, PeaceWomen Across 
the Globe has started a new program: 
«Redefining Peace – Women Lead the 
Way», with projects that support 
PeaceWomen’s ongoing work. Further-
more we will carry on making visible the 
work of the PeaceWomen with our 
exhibition.

PeaceWomen Across the Globe is ready 
for the dawn: the newsletter and the 
web have a new layout. Our Website is 
currently online in English and German 
and soon also in many other languages.

As last year, we will be involved in the 
campaign «16 Days of Activism Against 
Gender Violence» with the event «A Life 
for the Human Rights». Please join us on 
December 3 in Bern to commemorate 
and celebrate the lives of all the women 
and men who paid with their lives their 
commitment as human rights activists. 

We appreciate all those who responded 
to our appeal and support PeaceWomen 
Across the Globe with a donation!

With kind regards,
Ruth-Gaby Vermot-Mangold
Co-President
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communication within the network), to learn from each other and to become a part 
of a global peace movement. Furthermore, PWAG is implementing with this program
the important peace goals of the United Nations like CEDAW, UNSCR 1325, 1820 1882 
and the Millenium goals. 

Currently, PeaceWomen and PWAG coordinators are managing around a dozen 
programs of smaller and larger scope, of shorter and longer duration, in places like 
Mali, Indonesia, Taiwan, China, Mexico, Brazil, and Sudan amongst others.

Ecological Security
ÑMaren Haartje, Program Manager, PeaceWomen Across the Globe 
For the past few years, ecological security has been a focus of PeaceWomen. 
Struggles over natural resources are an important source of violent conflicts. 
These struggles are often related to and exacerbated by the profit motives of cor-
porations, nations, and individuals. In this scenario, women and children of the 
world suffer the most. With their knowledge, PeaceWomen will contribute to a 
more sophisticated analysis and demonstrate the intersections of climate change, 
resource conflicts, and gender-specific violence against women. PeaceWomen 
seek to present solutions for this complex problem and help generate conditions 
for sustainability. They will work on alternatives that will benefit both people and 
the natural world.

«Ecological Security & Environmental Justice» is one of two emphases in our new 
3-years program «Redefining Peace – Women Lead the Way». The aim is to create a 
network of women environmental experts from different regions of the world to 
encourage the exchange of experiences and ideas. In partnership with staff and stu-
dents from several universities, the PeaceWomen will participate in analyzing the 
impacts of climate change and exploitation of resources as well as aiming to develop 
models for sustainable management of resources that will be compatible with im-
proving people’s living conditions and increasing the participation of women in deci-
sion-making processes.

In 2008 the Lingnan University in Hong Kong started a master’s degree program 
in «Ecological Security and Livelihood». The students visited environmental projects 
of PeaceWomen and examined them within the context of livelihood, production, 
influence of rural communities and urban consumerism. As a result of what they 
learned and of their genuine interest, the students organized the first meeting be-
tween PeaceWomen, scientists, and other experts working in the field in the summer 
of 2009. The project started at the Cheng Kung University in Taiwan and afterwards 
spread to northwestern China, where different projects of PeaceWomen were visited. 
The main focus was the exchange of experiences in sustainable concepts of planting 
vegetation in the desert, the use of water, organic farming and independent produc-
tion of seeds.

The discussions showed that these subjects are also very relevant across different 
settings, as Sudanese, Spanish and Mexican women participants in the journey dis-
covered. Therefore, it was decided that the next gathering will take place in 2010 at 
the Autonomous University of Chiapas in San Cristóbal, Mexico, a region affected by 
the overexploitation of resources, migration and identity crisis of the indigenous 
people. Land use, resource management with a focus on water, as well as the knowl-
edge about sustainability for the concerned women, will be the main topics of the 
gathering. PWAG will present our exhibition to emphasize the theme Ecological Secu-
rity and Environmental Justice. Afterwards, the exhibition will be presented in Quere-
taro at PeaceWomen event on the subject «Women in Rural Regions».

In 2007 PeaceWomen had a grand presence at the World Social Forum – WSF in 
Kenya. In January 2011, a delegation of PWAG will take part in the WSF in Senegal 
with the goal of presenting the findings from the different environmental projects. 
This work with the WSF signals a strengthening of our collaboration with African 
women. We are very pleased about this new development. The 3-years program of

«We are contemporaries of this savage 
conflict in Chechnya and, in the end, we 
will have to answer for it.» Anna Politkowskaja

Commemorating the Life of Anna Polit-
kowskaja on the Third Anniversary of 
Her Death

On 7 October 2006, one of the most 
well known Russian journalists, Anna 
Politkowskaja was murdered in her 
Moscow home. Many knew that she 
was endangered. Her untiring effort 
and unwavering commitment to expose 
human rights abuses and torture in the 
Caucasus, more notably Chechnya, and 
to challenge the powerful people re-
sponsible earned her both great admi-
ration from supporters and the wrath of 
the challenged. Anna refused to submit 
to intimidation and scare tactics. In-
stead, she persevered to repot truthfully 
on the Russian war in Chechnya and to 
discovering the truth about the massa-
cres in the school at Beslan.

Anna Politkowskaja was among the 
nominated women for the Nobel Peace 
Prize 2005 for her courageous journalis-
tic work.

PeaceWomen Across the Globe de-
mands the complete investigation and 
prosecution of perpetrators of the 
murder of Anna Politkowskaja!
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«Ecological Security and Environmental Justice» will be completed in 2012, when the 
main topics of sustainability, justice, and peace will be presented by and for women 
activists from different regions of the world at an International fair.

Visit of a PeaceWoman from Peru
ÑAnna Haller, Intern, PeaceWomen Across the Globe
The PeaceWoman María Sumire de Conde, a Quetchua activist from Peru, visited 
Switzerland at the beginning of September 2009. She was invited to speak at the 
World Council of Churches about the ecological devastation from the perspective 
of the indigenous people. At the exhibition «1000 PeaceWomen Across the 
Globe» in Bern, Steigerhubel, she gave a presentation about her fight as a mem-
ber of the Peruvian Congress for the rights of the indigenous community.

As a member of the indigenous community she experienced many wrongdoings 
by individuals and by the state. In view of the systematic discrimination by the Peru-
vian government against the indigenous cultures, Maria decided to get involved for 
the collective and individual rights of the indigenous people. At the time, when she 
already had two children, she decided to go to university to become a lawyer. In order 
to represent the interests of the indigenous community and to continue her coura-
geous fight for their rights, the well networked and Quetchuan activist was elected to 
the Peruvian Congress in 2006. 

During and after the campaign, Maria appears confidently in local, national and 
international forums as an indigenous woman, wearing traditional colourfully em-
broidered clothes and long braided, black hair. Her struggles for her people, and all 
indigenous peoples, revolve around the protection and advancement of cultural iden-
tity and traditions and the conservation of nature and natural resources.

Maria is especially devoted to ecological issues because in the Quetchuan cosmol-
ogy, Pachamama, the Mother Earth, is essential to the existence of all forms of life on 
the planet. Currently, she is masterminding a new law that will prohibit the sowing of 
genetically modified seeds and fighting against the excessive exploitation of the 
mines and the oil production because these devastate the landscape, pollute the 
ground water and the rivers, and destroy the biodiversity. In short, they also seriously 
jeopardize the health of indigenous people of Peru. 

Equally devastating is the influence of transnational corporations that is jeopard-
izing the traditional ways of life in Peru. Moreover, the transnational trade agree-
ments have caused more distress and injustice, including increasing use of violence 
by the State. Civil organisations are being harassed and, more recently, a top-ranking 
member of the Peruvian government called the environmentalists and indigena activ-
ists «left-wing radicals» to undermine their credibility (1). Maria states, «In order to 
generate justice, we need an economy that emanates form the villages and that 
creates cultural identity.» Maria says that selfishness — thinking only of immediate 
satisfaction — is not the way. She argues strongly that it is necessary to think for next 
several generations by not leaving a legacy of debt and other devastations. «Peru 
needs economic, agricultural, social and cultural development. But only on condition 
of the protection of the nature and of respect of the collective and individual rights. 
It’s important to consult the opinion of the people. We need a fair trade. We need an 
international movement. We need justice!»

Maria Sumire’s commitment for a just future is finding solidarity and support 
among many international and regional organizations such as religious institutions, 
trade unions and environmental organizations. The audience who watched the movie 
«1000 Women and a Dream» and heard the words of the PeaceWoman Maria Sumire 
left the venue inspired. PeaceWomen Across the Globe thanks Maria Sumire for the 
lovely visit and the enriching encounter!

News from the exhibition team

At the beginning of 2009 we started our 
own initiative to make the Peace-
Women visible and their invaluable 
work by taking the exhibition «1000 
PeaceWomen Across the Globe» to 
more remote countries. The traveling 
exhibit includes meetings with Peace-
Women and creating opportunities for 
them to speak publicly about the devel-
opment of their work. 

Our first destination was Mongolia. We 
prepared intensively with the Mongo-
lian Coordinator. Two women trans-
lated many texts and the biographies of 
the Mongolian PeaceWomen and many 
wonderful materials for the exhibition 
were produced. 

Unfortunately, because of the delay in 
securing our visas, the entire plan fell 
through. What a disappointment! We 
promised our Mongolian friends to 
come next year. The experience, how-
ever, demonstrated that bringing the 
exhibition to their country is very im-
portant to the PeaceWomen. 

We succeeded in pulling off our second 
project: Mexico. Together with Mexican 
partners we collected a lot of material 
and organized a framework program.
From October to March will be touring 
with the exhibition with focus on «Ecol-
ogy and Livelihood» and «Indigenous 
Women and Agriculture». During the 
campaign «16 Days of Activism Against 
Gender Violence» we will show the 
exhibition in Mexico City. On March 8 –
the International Women’s Day – we 
are planning to go to Ciudad Juarez.

Exhibition Team, Eva Gillis and Lasse 
Andersson

 (1) 2009.08.27. Neue Zürcher Zeitung –
NZZ: «Minister Brack sieht die Probleme 
eher bei den Aktivisten als beim Um-
weltschutz. Perus Umweltminister 
betrachtet Umweltschützer und Indian-
erführer als Linksradikale.»
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NEWS FROM PEACEWOMEN ACROSS THE GLOBE

ÑPeaceWomen Across the Globe welcomes two new swiss members of the board. The politician 
from Geneva and human rights activist Elisabeth Decrey Warner is the founder and chairwoman 
of «Geneva Call». She is one of the nominated «1000 Women for the Nobel Peace Prize 2005». 
Noa Zanolli from Bern has a long experience in development, cooperation, and humanitarian 
aid. She is a teacher and a social anthropologist (PhD), mediator and expert for conflict solution 
and peace building.

ÑAnna Haller, historian and sociologist, is the intern at the international secretariat of Peace-
Women Across the Globe in Bern, and replaced Amelie Marquardt from Germany.

ÑPeaceWomen Across the Globe launched a new website. It is currently available in German 
and English, with the goal of having in Spanish, French, Lingala, Swahili, Kikongo, Italian, Japa-
nese, Russian, Portuguese and Chinese in the near future. Have a look at it! 
www.1000peacewomen.org

PEACEWOMEN ACROSS THE GLOBE CONGRATULATES

ÑChhing Sherpa, PeaceWoman from Nepal, received the award of the «Third Nepal Interna-
tional Indigenous Film Festival» on May 28, 2009.

ÑElizabeth Neuenschwander, PeaceWoman from Bern (Switzerland) received the ANNE FRANK-
Award for her longtime commitment to peace and justice on August 6, 2009.

ÑSafaa Elagib Adam, PeaceWoman from Darfour (Sudan), will be honoured with the award of 
the Swiss «Stiftung für Freiheit und Menschenrechte» (Foundation for Freedom and Human 
Rights). The prize-giving will take place on november 7, 2009 in Bern (see below).

EVENTS

ÑPeaceWomen Across the Globe has become a partner of the campaign «12 Tage Zeit für 
Versöhnung» a project for the UN International Year of Reconciliation 2009 in Switzerland. 
www.gewaltfrei.ch

Ñ2009.10.21–11.19, XIVth Feminist Capacity Building Course On Gender, Sustainable Livelihoods, 
Human Rights and Peace. For the 14th time SANGAT – partner organization of PeaceWomen 
Across the Globe – will be conducting this month-long course in Katmandu (Nepal), for women 
specialists and activists in women’s and human rights, peace processes, and sustainable devel-
opment. Contact: sangat@sangatsouthasia.org

Ñ2009.11.07, 10.00 h, Award Ceremony of the Swiss «Stiftung für Freiheit und Menschen-
rechte» at the City Hall in Bern, Switzerland, for PeaceWoman Safaa Elagib Adam.

Ñ2009.11.08–11.22, as part of «Weeks of Peace» the exhibition «1000 PeaceWomen Across the 
Globe» will be shown in Heilbronn (D). www.evangelisch-in-heilbronn.de

Ñ2009.11.20–2010.01.31, Exhibition «1000 PeaceWomen Across the Globe» in Stralsund (D). 
www.sundine.de

Ñ2009.11.25–12.10, Exhibition «1000 Mujeres por la paz» in Mexico City at Congreso de la Unión 
(Cámara de Diputados) within «16 Days of Activism Against Gender Violence».

Ñ2009.12.03, 19.45h, «A Life for the Human Rights» at the Offene Heiliggeistkirche Bern. 
Women are not letting themselves be intimidated. They are standing up for human rights, even 
if threatened with imprisonment, torture or even murder. As an event from PeaceWomen Across 
the Globe for the campaign «16 Days of Activism Against Gender Violence», there will be a panel 
discussion with Alina Radu, PeaceWoman, human rights activist and journalist from Moldovia; 
Zaynap Gashaeva ,our Coordinator for the Russian Federation from Chechnya, president of 
«Echo of the War» and the «Union of Women of the Northern Caucasus», and Prof. Dr. Walter 
Kälin, an UN expert for displaced persons and Professor of Law at the University of Bern.

«There ain’t no peace as long as the human rights are broken. 
There ain’t no peace without justice.» Maria Sumire Lopez de Conde, Peru

Donations

PeaceWomen Across the Globe needs 
your support! 

Please help the organization and the 
projects of PeaceWomen Across the 
Globe with a donation or by buying a 
«Peaceshare». 

Thank You!

Bank Account Information
Berner Kantonalbank
1000 FriedensFrauen
Account-No: 16 248.434.2.85
Swift: KBBE CH 22
IBAN: CH79 0079 0016 2484 3428 5
PC: 30-106-9 (only for Switzerland)

Contact

PeaceWomen Across the Globe

International Secretariat
Maulbeerstrasse 14
3011 Bern
Switzerland

Tel +41 (0)31 312 02 40
Fax +41 (0)31 312 02 39

info@1000peacewomen.org
www.1000peacewomen.org
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