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Dear Readers,
At the Global Summit to End Sexual
Violence in Conflict, which took place
in London in June, it was brought
home to me once again that sexual
violence, which includes trafficking in
women, is an extremely “effective” weapon of war.
Unfortunately, human trafficking
follows the usual “market principles”.
It primarily serves a business goal,
that is, to make as much money as
possible and to remain invisible.
Organized crime does not only acquire
considerable financial resources
through human trafficking – it also
builds up close contacts on all levels of society. Politics, business and
organized crime work hand in
hand here.
The articles from Brazil, Argentina
and Sinai will inform you on what it
means in concrete terms when the
UN protocol against human trafficking
and organized crime is not implemented. Between 700,000 and two
million women and girls become
victims of human traffickers every
year. This was reason enough for
us to focus on trafficking in women in
this newsletter.
Ruth-Gaby Vermot-Mangold,
Co-President PWAG
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An almost invisible crime
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priority on the political agenda in all countries. States and authorities tend to turn a blind eye, particularly when sexual exploitation is involved. Patriarchal structures and so-called “ma-

By Vera Vieira

cho cultures” are the reason for this failure to act. Violence
against women expresses a social construction of gender that has
prevailed for centuries. It is thus not surprising that disproportionate numbers of women become victims of human trafficking
worldwide.
A Brazilian study on trafficking in women, teenagers and children
for the purpose of sexual exploitation (PESTRAF: Pesquisa sobre
Tráfico de Mulheres, Crianças e Adolescentes para Fins de Exploração Sexual Comercial no Brasil) found that most of the wom-

above: PeaceWoman María Amélia
de Almeida Teles, PWAG Coordinator
Vera Vieira und PeaceWoman Nilza
Iraci (from left to right).

en affected by trafficking come from deprived backgrounds and
often have no formal training. As a result, they are not integrated into
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the regular labor market. Discrimination on the basis of
color and gender often plays a role, too. The desire for a

What can be done?
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Organized crime must be tackled efficiently on all levels of
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With their susceptibility to big promises, the young wom-
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tions, was published in 2013. This plan calls for institutionalized controls; the consistent promotion and integration of

A dream becomes a nightmare

public institutions, networks and organizations active in

The same thing always happens when the nightmare starts.

ing human trafficking; and public educational and informa-

The woman becomes the property of the trafficker. When

tion activities.

she arrives in the foreign country, she already owes him

All of these plans and measures clearly show the desire for

money for her travel expenses, which she repays by pro-

change. “Trafficking in women is still booming in Brazil,

viding sexual services. In addition, the women’s personal
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Europe and North America,” says Ildo Rosa, an inspector in

to a private life or free time. Once they have arrived in an

Brazil’s Federal Police.

combating human trafficking; training courses on combat-

unfamiliar country and culture, they are forced to live as
illegal immigrants – sans papiers – with all that this status
entails.
The women quickly realize that they are caught in a trap
and that it will be difficult to escape. If a woman does make
it back to Brazil, she has often become a perpetrator herself, and works as a procurer. But even if women manage
to start a new life, they are mostly traumatized by their
experiences.

above: One of the many workshops to inform and sensitize people on
violence against women in Brazil comes to a successful end.
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left: The journalist Meron Estefanos
gives people being held in captivity in
the Sinai a voice.

Fleeing from Eritrea – a dead end
Thousands of people flee from the military dictatorship in Eritrea

any chance of escape. Those who can pay the demanded ransom
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ported about the brutal methods used by her kidnappers, who

Under the military dictatorship, Eritreans – both women and men

apparently exploit pregnancies for their own ends, demanding an
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though the state’s surveillance methods are becoming increasing-

Human smuggling in the Sinai presents great challenges to the

ly brutal, hundreds of people flee across the border to the Sudan

international community. PeaceWomen Across the Globe and the

each month. 1 Human Rights Watch reports that there have been

Swiss Observatory for asylum and foreigners law (Schweize-

over 200 000 refugees since 2004. 2 Once they have fled, men,
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women and children face many dangers, including an increasing

ganizing an evening event in Bern on the topic of trafficking in

number of kidnappings in recent years. The Eritrean refugees are
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ping of Eritrean refugees. Her program on the international Eri-

Violence is used against the captives to force them to reveal their

trean radio station, Radio Erena, gives the victims of kidnapping

relatives’ telephone numbers. As soon as a connection has been
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Further information is available in our events listing.

ransoms. But even if a ransom is paid, the prisoners have hardly
1 For information on the situation in Eritrea, please see
http://www.fluechtlingshilfe.ch/herkunftslaender/africa/eritrea (September 8, 2014).
2H
 uman traffickers in the Sudan und Egypt:
http://www.hrw.org/news/2014/02/11/egyptsudan-traffickers-who-torture
(September 8, 2014).

3 F or further information, please see M. Estefanos / C. Rijken / M. van Reisen, Human
Trafficking in the Sinai: Refugees between Life and Death, Brussels 2012.

Solidarity
Peace needs us – and
we need you! Please
support our work by
making a donation or by
buying a “peace share”
for PeaceWomen Across
the Globe.

Many thanks!
Bank: Berner Kantonalbank
Account holder:

Apropos
Focus on gender perspectives and human trafficking
Our coordinators from Brazil, Argentina and
Indonesia attended their annual interregional meeting as part of the programme to
combat violence against women. The
public event in the Chamber of Deputies in
Buenos Aires was a special highlight this
year.
The topics of gender and human trafficking
were explored from a wide range of angles over
the course of the two-day gathering.
Speakers from politics and civil society played
an important role in making the event such
a success. Our PeaceWomen and experts on this
field – Mirta Clara from Argentina and María
Amélia de Almeida Teles and Nilza Iraci from
Brazil – also made a vital contribution.
The seminar showed the importance of a gender
perspective, particularly as regards human
trafficking. The women also examined the human trafficking situation in Latin America,
one of the regions most affected by human
trafficking.
“Democratic countries’ greatest duty is to find
the disappeared women who have become
victims of human trafficking. Truth, justice and
compensation are vital in the fight against
this crime,” said one of the seminar participants.
The event showed María Julia Moreyra, PWAG
Coordinator in Argentina, even more clearly
that she wants to continue informing and sensitizing people on this topic. She is already
planning her next workshops and seminars.
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Our PeaceWoman from Honduras, Itsmania
Palero, was included in the list of 100 information
heroes published by Reporters Without Borders
for World Press Freedom Day on May 3, 2014.
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Miriam Coronel Ferrer received this year’s
N-Peace Award in the category “Campaigning for

October 30, 2014, 7 – 9:30 p.m., Hotel Bern, Bern
«Trafficking in women in the Sinai»
PWAG and Swiss Observatory for asylum and
foreigners law (SBAA) will give a presentation on
the kidnapping of Eritrean refugees in the Sinai,
with a focus on women. The human rights activist
and journalist Meron Estefanos will be the main
speaker.

info@1000peacewomen.org
www.1000peacewomen.org
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November 21, 2014, 7 – 9 p.m., Käfigturm, Bern
Violence against women by the IS terrorist group
Women from the Kurdish territories face massive
threats from the IS terrorist group in Syria and
Iraq. PWAG has invited the international representation of the Kurdish women’s movement to
report on the situation.

You will find further information on our events and activities on our website, where we
also present each PeaceWoman
of the Month.
www.1000peacewomen.org

November 28, 2014, 8 – 9:30 p.m.,
Impact Hub Garage, Zürich
«Zivilcourage 2.0.: Mehr Sicherheit für Frauen?»
(Civil courage 2.0.: More Security for Women?)
PeaceWomen Across the Globe and Crowdguard
will hold an evening discussion event as part of the
16 Days of Activism against Gender Violence cam-

Our Blog provides information
on the work of our global network:
www.1000peacewomen.com

paign.
above: PeaceWoman Mirta Clara and Dr. Nancy Teresa
Anzoategui from Argentina with the book on 1 000 PeaceWomen in the Chamber of Deputies in Buenos Aires.
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