Focus

"1000 women for the Nobel Peace Prize” 15 years on

Ling Zhao,
China

to improve the situation of women. I hope that in the future the 1000
PeaceWomen can work together and learn from each other. Unfortunately, the political situation in the region has deteriorated. I realised that peace between Palestinians and Israelis is incredibly hard

“We symbolise the millions
of women who show up
every day for peace”
Peace encompasses much more than the
absence of war. The work of our PeaceWomen illustrates this peacebuilding
principle better than any academic text.
They are committed to issues that are essential for a gender-just, sustainable
peace: the rights of women and marginalised groups, civil society participation
in the reconstruction of societies after
wars, conflicts or dictatorships, the elimination of violence against women, access to education for children and women, and much more.
On the 15th anniversary, we asked
seven of the 1000 PeaceWomen nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize in 2005
what the nomination meant for their
work and activism, what challenges
they are facing today and what their
hopes are for the next 15 years.
Learn more about these and other PeaceWomen
on our website under "Network" – "1000 PeaceWomen" and enter a name or a country in the
search field.
Listen to Mandy Carter and seven other
peace activists in our "PeaceWomen Across the
Globe" podcast series. You can find them all on
iTunes, Spotify and also on our website under
"Publications" – "Podcasts".

Maria del Pilar Callizo,
Paraguay

to achieve. We have to work harder so that the international comIn 2005, I was a graduate student and the

munity remains committed to the Palestinian cause for ending

president of the Peasants' Children – Chi-

Israeli Occupation.

na Rural Development and Promotion
Association at Beijing Normal University.
I was volunteering as a teacher for children of migrant workers in

Jolly Grace Okot,
Uganda

rural communities, teaching them English, history and drawing. I
was one of the youngest PeaceWomen and decided to devote my life
to the cause of women and children. I teach English and am head of
the middle school at Buze School in Chongqing. I still believe that
women can do much for peace and happiness all over the world.

Being nominated gave me so much pride

I would like to invite other PeaceWomen to come to my school and

and energy. It encouraged me to found

community. I would encourage my students to learn from them and

the organisation Health, Education, Arts,

to work hard for their dreams.

Literacy and Sports (HEALS) for orphans
and internally displaced children. Only
late had I realised that I was suffering from Post-Traumatic Stress

Mandy Carter,
USA

Disorder because of my abduction by the Lord’s Resistance Army
as a child. The nomination allowed me to present my passion to
the world, for example in the documentary film War Dance and by
launching the Ugandan chapter of the organisation Invisible Children. It made a huge impact on war-affected women and children,

The nomination became an important

especially former child soldiers. But there are still inadequate re-

pillar of my work for justice and respect
for human rights. It motivated me to make

This is my 53 year as an out black lesbi-

sources for women and child victims of war. I have decided to run

rd

commitments at various levels to help in-

an doing social, racial, and LGBTQ justice

for parliament to ensure that issues affecting women and children

crease women's participation in society, reduce inequalities and

organising. The nomination continues to

are being addressed. The change we want to see will begin when

consolidate democracy in Paraguay, which has experienced 30 years

give visibility to the organising I started

women are empowered.

of dictatorship. As a lawyer and in the various roles I play, my aim

doing at the age of 19. We PeaceWomen symbolise the millions of

is to reaffirm the principles of a representative, participatory and

women who show up every day against violence and destruction

pluralist democracy. For the future, I would like to see a policy of

and for peace. At age 71, I organise and act on the collective wom-

equal political participation by women. They should be represented

en’s work to contribute to human society and peace in the world. My

wherever decisions are taken.

challenge – and opportunity – is mobilising the baby boomers and
those aged 18-35 for peace and social justice in the United States.

Sister Sesilia,
Indonesia

Happily, on issues of economic, social, spiritual, and political rela-

Amélia de Almeida Teles,
Brazil

tionships there has been intergenerational progress. Here, women

The nomination continues to boost our

and people of colour will soon be the numerical majority. My hope

spirit to work for and serve the people,

is that women continue to build our collective peace organising, in

especially the vulnerable and marginal-

all of our respective countries.

ised, to fight for justice and peace for
them. We still face many challenges in
humanitarian work, but we don’t give up easily. During the tran-

The nomination as one of the “1000
women for the Nobel Peace Prize” was
extremely important to me, it gave me
greater visibility and provided me with

Zahira Kamal,
Palestine

sition process when East Timor became independent, we ran repatriation and reconciliation programmes for returning refugees.
We often had to travel day and night on dangerous roads when
the situation was not yet stabilised. Today, society has more understanding for women and child survivors of violence and hu-

more political security. We human rights activists are often seen as

man trafficking. In future, I hope PeaceWomen can share experi-

"belligerent" people. My nomination influenced public opinion
about me and my work as a feminist activist and founder of the

The nomination showed appreciation for

ences, learn from and support each other. I believe women should

Women’s Union of São Paulo. It heightened the understanding that

my political, social and professional work.

become agents for peace in their households and villages.

human rights are a defence of peace. It strengthened me and I felt

It also increased my commitment to en-

more accepted. Today in Brazil, we are living through the greatest

hance the role of women in politics and

tragedy in its history with the pandemic. We women live in a para-

society. The nomination encouraged me to emphasise women’s

dox: we are the most oppressed, the most exploited, but we are the

achievements in my country and in the region, to research and doc-

most creative when it comes to survival. We invent survival strate-

ument their experiences in political and social life and at work, and

gies daily. We will survive and continue to defend our right to a

to develop policies that meet women’s needs. As the former Secre-

healthy, self-determined life without violence.

tary General of the Palestinian Democratic Union, I continue to fight

